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Key Findings

¢ Female deaths are deprioritized due to socio-cultural
norms that undervalue female legal and economic
importance: families often see “no urgency” or “no
benefit” in registering a female death because they
hold fewer formal assets, have less documented
property, and their deaths are viewed as having fewer
administrative consequences

¢ Procedural and social deterrents: Complex
administrative steps, weak enforcement, and stigma
around sensitive female deaths actively discourage
registration.

¢ Instrumental triggers drive uptake: Families register
when the certificate is required for something concrete.

Background

Tanzania’'s death registration system, governed by the Births
and Deaths Registration Act of 2002 and administered by
the Registration Insolvency and Trusteeship Agency (RITA),
requires that all deaths be registered within 30 days.”®
Despite recent efforts to improve Civil Registration and Vital
Statistics (CRVS) through decentralization, digitization, and
public awareness campaigns, registration completeness
remains very low.?

Between 2020 and 2023, the completeness rate—deaths
both registered and certified in the same year—fluctuated
between 4.4% and 6.7%. Female deaths registered at
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Recommendations

¢ Challenge socio-cultural norms and explicitly
emphasize that female deaths matter equally: through
targeted dialogues with elders, women’s groups, and
religious leaders to counter beliefs that female deaths
do not require registration

¢ Simplify procedures, remove upfront costs, and
mandate proactive local follow-up for female deaths:
Streamlining processes, eliminating costs, and requiring
ward executive officers/village executive officers
(WEO/VEO) outreach directly tackles procedural
complexity and reduces stigma through assisted,
dignified follow-up.

¢ Institutionalize death registration at the point of death:
Embed registration into MPDSR (Maternal and Perinatall
Death Surveillance and Response), facility discharge,
and burial workflows so deaths are registered routinely,
not only when families later need certificates for legal or
financial purposes.

roughly half the rate of male deaths, reflecting deep
social and structural inequities in value, access, and
motivation.®* Families often see male deaths as having
greater legal or financial implications such as land,
pension, or inheritance claims, so they are more
motivated to register them. Female deaths, by contrast,
are viewed as carrying fewer formal consequences,
reducing the perceived benefit of registration.

Structural barriers deepen this gap: females are more
likely to die at home, where no facility documents are
issued, and families must navigate longer, more complex,
and more
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